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MISSOURI MOST PR

UNDER DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT

James A. Houchin, as Governor, Would
Strengthen the Democratic

Party’s Prestige

The political history of Missourl,
taking In the period from the end of
the civil war to the present time, were
it possible to give & succinet and ac-
curgte record ol the events, would no
doubt prove a most inferesting work.
But with the meager facilities the
writer has for obtaining accurate datn
on the early part of the period it can
only be glven in a general way,

Migsouri emerged from the civil war
devastated nod broken “in spirit and
body,” 80 to speak, having been rav-
aged by both armies in that terrible
conflict, Missourl bad many soldiers
on both sldes of the fence. The drain
on her bad been severe and the affulrs
of state were indeed in a deplorable
condition.

Gov. Clalborn F. Jackson, who was
elected in 1860, served but a short
while when hostilities: broke out be-
tween the stdates, and he cast his lot
with the South, At a convention held
on July 13, 1861, Hamilton R. Gam-
ble of 8t. Louis was chosen Governor,
He died Janoary 81, 1864, and the then
Lientenant Governor, Willard P. Hall,
of Buchanan county, was elected Gov-
ernor, In 1864 Thomas C. Fletcher
of St. Lonis was eleoted Governor,
He was succecded by Joseph W. Me
Clurg of Camden in 1868, During
the latter administration there arose
differences between those in the lead
of the Republican party which ended
in a bolt by B. Gratz Brown in 1872

The Democratic party had up to
this time been in a hopeless condl- |
tlon. They espoused the cause of
Brown, and with the dissatisfied ele- |
ment of the Republican party at the |
time, elected B. Gratz Brown Gov-
ernor. This proved to be the open-
ing wedge to success, and at the next
election they were successful.

The success of Goy. Brown gave
the Democracy of the state a hope
for success, and the old warrlors be-
gan a struggle with an eye single to
this end, and In 1874 Silas Woodson
of Buchanan county, .the first Demo-
crat after the war, was elected Gov-
ernor of Missouri. He found the
state In a worse condition financially

from the few yoars of Republican rule, | ry between what was known ns the

OSPEROUS

worthy of their support, That the
reader may follow the financial poli-
cies of the Democratic party in deal-
ing with' debt-paying and taxation, wa
copy the following figures from the
official manual of the State of Mis
sourl:

Misgouri Rate of Taxatlon for Stite
Purpones, I860-1908. For 1560—Hevenue
tax 20c an the $3100; Interest tax 1o on
the $100; asylum tax, 1-60 of 1 per cent;
poll tax, #7%e

For 1883-4—DRevenue tix, 3%c:; military
tax, 20c; revenue poll tax, $1.00; military
poll tax, FLOO; milliary commutntion tax
of $30 ench upon persons eXempted from
military sprvies, anil one por csnl upon
the assesavd valuntlon of thelr property.

For 1886—Rovenue tax, 400: millitary
tax, 0ol revenue poll wax, $LO0; military
poll tax, $2.00,

For 1866—Revenue tax, 40c; military
tax, B0e; military poll tax, $2.00; revenue
poll tax, §i.00,

Far 1867—Revenue tnx, revenue
poll tax; Gle; Atoie interest tax, 40o.

For 1808—Hevonne {ux, 26e; revenue
poll tax, H0c: state Interest tox, 250,

For 1889, 1870 and 187l—Revenus tax,
260; Interest tax, e,

For 1872, 1874, 1874 and 1875—Revenue
tax, 200; Interest tnx. 25c.

For 1876, 1577 and 1875—Reveénus fix,
e Interest thx, 2he

For 1480 1o 1501 —Revenue tax, 200; In-
torest tax, 10c

For 1802 {p 1002
terpost t

Faor

25p;

-Revenue tax, 150 In-
. 10, Total 85c on the $100.
H03—Revenue tax, 156e: Intereat

Totul 1 on Lhe $100.
-Revenue tax, 1650: In-
Total 17c on the $100.

When wa serutinize the above In
connection with the [Immense debt
left to the Democratic party we can
renlize what a benefit Democracy has
been to the people of the state, The
Democratle Governors have made
the above possible by applying the
prineciples of the Democratic party to
the affairs of state. Besides puaying
oft this great debt, they have con-
stantly reduced the taxatlon, wuntil
Missourl has the lowest tax rate of
any stite In the union

We can all point with pride to the
above accomplishments, and with the
record of forty years behind us, every
page of which sparkles with serviee
for the people of the state, should stir
strongest efforts to see that the ma-
jority for the ticket in November is
a8 large as possible,

Unfortunately, ten years ago there
came a split in the Democratic ranks,
when there sprang up a serioua rival-

terest tax, lo

THE MADISON HOTEL,
Leading Hostelry of Jefferson City, Historic Landmark, Owned
by Jas. A.

Politicinns have bheen corgreguting
in fhe spaciong lobby of the Madizon
Hotei In Jefferson City for the past
sixty years without interruption. Whis-
pered conferences have resulted In
Governors belug made and unmade.

The historic bullding {8 constructed

along cxpensive lines and sinzle rooms
today would easlly convert into three

Houchin,

or four ordinary rooms. It ia a favor
ito sueet/ng place of the state officinls
and the "Big Gun" politielans of the
state,

It was here that Heuchin nourished
his present ambition and from where
he distributed throughout Missour!
thousands of booklets explaining why
he was a candidate for the governor-

ship.

than it was [mmediately after the
ravages of the war, He wag confront-
ed with an Immense debt, caused by
Republican mismanagement and fll-
advised legislation, and an empty
treasury, coupled with an extraordl-
nary heavy rate of taxation, which
waa left as a legacy to the Democ-
racy of the state. Gov. Woodson set
to work with a vim to show the peo.
ple of the state that his party was a
party of the people, and entirely

"0Old Guard” and the Folk or reform
element of the party in the slate. A
majority of the party becnme dis-
satisfied with the machine rule which
had control of the party at that time,
and the result was that in 1804, Jo-
seph W. Folk was elected. The party
was disgusted with the machine rule
and the above result was a terrible
rebuke to. their methods.

In 1808, after a spirited campaign,
the nominee for (Governor was dis-

His Life an Open Book.

coms familiar, as far as possible,

gift of the people, and to learn to
what extent the aspirant may be de-
pended upon to execute the laws with
justice to all. This duty should be
exercised especially when the office
Is so important as that of chiel ex-
ecutive of the state. To enable the
citlzens to form some idea of my fit:
ness for the position of Governor, |
glve a synopsis of my career and a
condensed statéement of my principles
for the betterment of conditions in
Migsourl.

I was born Oc¢tober 10, 1868, near
Atlanta, Logan county, llinols. My
parents lived on a farm, and my
earthly life up to 17 years, was spent
on the farm. My education consisted
of about four months out of each year
at the country school, and the remaln-
der of the year my services were re
quired at home to help with the
crops. Afterward I spent about three
years in the schools of Lincoln, I
noig.

January 2, 1801, T enterad the Gem
ity Business College of Quiney, ill,
and finished the commercinl course
there In about five months, About the

Many who did not know that 1 had
coheluded to be a candidate have
asked that question. [ have always
gupported my party, financlally and
otherwise, but have never befare
taken an active part in polities,

T'o the question why I aspire to be
Governor there is but one answer—
the honor that goes with the office and
the desire to be of service to my
state, It I8 & surprise to some of my
friends that T would take this view of
It.

And at first I told my friends who

JAS. A. HOUCHIN
of Jefferson City,
DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR.

It should be not only the desire, but |man who understood short hand and
nlso the duly, of every voter to be.|bookkeeping,

with the capabllities and trustworthi-|
ness of a candidate for office in the |

B ]
WHY ASPIRE TO BE GOVERNOR?

|suggested the step that I eould not

time T had finlshed my conrse the col
lege recelved an inquiry for a young
pnd I was greatly
pleaged to hear that | geemed to be
the only avallable candidate. After
the exchange of a few letters with
the person who made the inguiry, 1
bonrded a train for Jeffepson City, Mo,
and accepted a position at $9.00 a
week, 1 wired home the glad news
and the event was about the happiest
day of my life.

Not Money But an Opportunity.

IT the proprietor hud suid $6.00 per
week, the position would have been
accepted just the same. It was not
money, but an opportunity, that 1
was looking for. 1 worked in thig
position two years and resigned to im-
prove my condition, and from 1804
to the present time have been identl-
fled with what is now my company—
The Star Clothing Manufacturing
Company, T took entire charge of
the business in 1897, and from that
day to the present time its history ls
an open book.

I do not boastingly make this state-
ment concerning my record, bot I am
nsking the people of this state to con-
fer a great honor on me, and they
have a right to know my record and
my reputation. It I8 an open book,
and I gindly open its pages for your
Information.

afford [t, but they pointed out to me
that 1 couyld, and I now gay that I
would prize that honor at this time
of my life beyond any finnneial reiurn
‘that 1 might hope to gain from con-
tnuing in business, My friends in-
giated that there was something more
in Hfe than financial gain to be ennaid-
ered, and that the title of *Chiel Tx-
ecutive'" of Missourl was worta the
finaneclal sacrifice of any man. Alter

GOVERNMENT OF STATE IS

STRICTLY A BUS

A business adminl=tration 15 & con

structive adminlstration; an adminis-

tration that is systematized along

business lines; an administration that

Is governed by a man schooled In busl-

ness methods, efficlency and progress

Iveness,

What is o government of the stute

but & business proposition? A large

percentage of the laws and transac

tions of the state pertain to business

Government of the state is a matter
of dollurs and cents, and who knows
better than a business man the value
of a dollar? In ite final cualysis the

government of the state is a business

man's Job |
The tendency of the times Is toward |
the belief thiat the knowledge and ex.

perience of a business man is a bet-|
the administration of affalrs
than legal lore. |
Business Policy Will Check Steady
Drain on the Taxpayer.

publie

men who .are Interested in seelng the
ol Missourl preserved, should rise to
the ocecasion and see that proper man-
agement is applied

“They should come back to that old
party that has done go much for the
gtate; that party that paid the debt
and burped the bonds, and gave us
the lowest tax rate of any state in the
unfon. Let us not criticise the men
of the past. That Is not the problem
now. Wa are confronted with a real
ity. The trial balance has been taken,
the loss and galn has been counted,
and Great, Grand, Proud, Imperial
Missouri has gone back! It has been
heralded to the world and should
enuse every loval Missourian to blush
with shame,

ter foundation of executive ability for |-,

wealth, the eredit and the reputntion |

INESS PROPOSITION

Houchin's Policy Would Check Drain
on the Taxpayers—Try It

and Observe Results

“When our great warships returned
from the trip around the world many
of them were dry docked, They ran
in and there, clinging to thelr sldea

were tons and tons of dead v ht,
rétarding thelr speed, using more fuel
and requiring more energy from thele
groat engines, Many A business has
falled because of the same dead
welght.

“I it be true that Missouri has gone
back, that she las fulled to pace
with her sister states, perhaps the old
ship of state has been rotarded hy
dead welght and needs to go back 1o
the old ways, those ways from which
she emerged Yorly yeatrs ago, and, for
thirty weathered every storm,
met every conflict, and was fichting
lier way to the front until we, the

ol [ Migsonri, manned her, ten

ago, with o mixed crew

I 'Will Apply Business Principles
¢ an umbition to be the Gov-

Missouri I migh

"I’ by

raor of Lhat

“The Missourli Commonwenlth Is|f ht apply
largest, and does more biusiness, -53”-"_' principles to the management
spends more money, employs and |°f the affairs of state, thal have
cares for more people, than any cor-|#% ‘I""l me #9 well in huginess. 1 will
poration in the State;” Houchin fs |Conduct the office ol Governor Just
telling the voters. “And vet, they say |#8 It las been my custom to conduet
that this great Institution Is losing |My business. No office beyond that
ground. If this is trne, what shouiq |h# any attraction for me. AILT de
Migsourians do? The tnxpa of the |Fil¢ 18 the opportunity to lift Mis
state, the men whose property valyes | Sourl from sixth place to which sha
depend upon Missouri’s progress, (he has descended, to fifth ploce; and as

much higher as the combined efforts
and energles of  Joyal  Migsourians,
working solely for the interests of
Missourl, ean raise her
{he union hias more advan
Misgouri, Lot ug eultivate them
best of our abilitles

]
the very

irled lawyers for Gov-
the time to try a busi
cessiul business man
lig time 1o his business
exclusively, 1 have dope that with
my buslness and am reidy to
quit that business to take up the more
siaered work of usihg my
knowledge In the mansgement of the
big Migsourl corporation. 1f exclusive
devotion to that work can hring sues
oess 1 ecan assure yon that my term
of office will be succesaful."

| “You have
| ernor. Now |
|ur:~'.~‘ man. A
must devole

now

commarelul

Friends of James A, Houchin are

due conslderation I decided that they
ware right.

credited, and the order of the Folk
campaign was completely reversed,
the Governor was defeated and the
rest of the tioket elected.

In reviewing the four years of
Governor Hadley's administration,
and comparing its service with the
splendid recard of the Democratic
party it wounld appear that there can
be but little doubt that the state will
go Democratie In November with an
unheard of majority., But let us not
be too sanguine of success,

If Democrats would win the

state who are growing more import.
ant to success every day.

We must nominate a man who will
solidify the party and bring out the
full vote in November, He must be
one who will harmonize all factions
of the party and at the same time be
acceptable to the independent voler.
That man {8 pre-eminently Mr. James
A, Houchin of Jefferson City: We be-
lleve that greater economy can yet
be practiced in the affairs of the stale
government by placing in the guber-

natorial chair & thoroughly competent

victory they must put forward a/business man, one whose only ambi-
tioket that will not only command the | tion is to serve the people of Missouri
respect of the Democratic voters and |only one time by applylng the prin-
reunite the factions, but it must glso |ciples of the state's affairs which has
command the respect of the great made him one of the most successful
body of Independent voters of the |busivess men iu the state,

constantly speaking of his devotion to
|his wife and only dauglter, who are
not altogether pleased with his am-
bition to become the Democratic Gov-
ernor of Missouri, whieh office he is
now busily campaiguing for, as the
political race means his continued ub-
sence from home,

When in Jefferson City, Houchin is
geldom separated from his wile, who
Is a pretty, demure Ilittle woman
thoronghly in love with her home and
household duties, Both live only for
their daughter, Myrene, a gentle little
brunette, who Is o prime favorite with
Jefferson Cltyans,

Mrs. Houchin was a Miss Clark,
danghter of Mr. and Mrs. B. . Clark,
native Jefferson City people, and sinee
her marriage to Houchin she hag de-
voted her moments to making a real
home of their stome manslon in the
exclusive residence district of Jeffer-
son City, 8he cares little for soclety

HOUCHIN A FIRESIDE COMPANION—HIS HOME IDEAL,.

Glowing description of Missouri's opportunities induced his entire
family to migrate here.

and only on rare occasions does she
congent (o pppear ot avells,
Her home duties, {o wlich she gives
her personusl sttentlon, are more in
teresting to her than the glare of so.
cial life among the Capital City ofs
fcial setl

James A. Houchin likes to have his
family around him and did not rest
until all his near relatives resided In
Jeffergon City, where he was success-
ful in establishing himself. Pirst he
indueed his two brothers to locate in
Jefferson City, and then Influenced his
two gisters’ husbands to move to that
place, '

After that his mother and father
moved to Jefferson City, where Houe
chin has bought them a beauntiful
home with the latest of modern im-
provements. Every Sunday afternoon
Houchin goes to the home of his
parents and spends {he entire after
noon. He never leaves the clty with-
out he sees his mother and father,

sovinl

A Business Man

A Business Administration

e ——

oraBusiness Place

|_Dr. A. A. Meador \.;aui
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